The first meal served is lunch on Tuesday, the last is lunch 
on Sunday. 


1979 EXPENSES 


Tuition: Contributors, $300, Audicors, $270 
Room and Board, $150 


TOTAL: Contributors, $450, Auditors, $420 


Deposit: A non-refundable deposit of $50, credited to the 
tuition charges, will be payable within two weeks after the 
applicant receives notification of acceptance. Receipt of 
this deposit will assure the applicant of a place at the 
Conference until August 1. Bills for the balance of the fees 
are mailed by July 1, and are payable within the month. 
After August 1, any accepted member who has not paid the 
total bill will be placed on a waiting list and vacancies will 
be filled as payment is received. 


FINANCIAL AID 


Fellowships and Scholarships: Fellowships, and scholarship 
assistance, have been made available by friends and by the 
Conference Endowment Fund. Fellowships pay all regular 
charges, but not traveling expenses. Normally, scholarship 
assistance is for full or partial tuition. Candidates for either 
fellowships or tuition scholarships must be nominated for 
an award by an editor, publisher, literary agent, teacher of 
writing, or another writer. In addition, fellowship 
candidates must have had a book published or accepted for 
publication; scholarship candidates must have had their 
work published in recognized periodicals. Those not 
awarded fellowships are considered for tuition scholar- 
ships; those not awarded such assistance may be eligible for 
working scholarships (see below). All nominations must be 
received by March 15; applications with supporting 
manuscript or published work must be received by April 
15. The awards are made by a Committee of the 
Conference Staff and all candidates are notified in June of 
the results of the competition. 


Waiters: There are about 24 working scholarships for men 
and women willing to earn some of their fees by waiting on 
table. They are asked to serve at every meal during the 
session; the schedule is so arranged, however, that they 
need miss none of the Conference activities. Waiters earn 
their room and board and receive in addition scholarship 
assistance for part of their tuition. These scholarships are 
awarded in a competition to those who show unusual 
promise as writers. The awards are made primarily on the 
basis of work submitted at the time of application. 
Publication and letters of nomination are not required. 
Application blanks may be obtained by writing to the 
Conference secretary. Early application is recommended, 
since most of these scholarships are awarded by June 15. 


TRANSPORTATION 


The Bread Loaf campus is twelve miles from Middlebury, 
which is on U.S. Route 7, halfway between Burlington and 
Rutland, Vermont. 

Conference members not arriving by car will find con- 
venient bus (via Greyhound or Vermont Transit Lines) and 
air (via Burlington International Airport) connections. 
Bus schedules will be supplied upon request. The nearest 
railway service is to Albany, N.Y., or to Essex Junction, 
Vt., near Burlington. The Conference taxi will meet all 
buses in Middlebury on August 13. 

The Conference runs a daily taxi service to Middlebury 
and back, so that it is not necessary for Conference 
members to use their own cars or local taxis for this trip. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Correspondence concerning admission, fees, travel, etc., 
should be addressed to: Writers’ Conference, Middlebury 
College, Middlebury, Vt. 05753. Telephone: (until 8/13) 
802-388-4167; (after 8/13) 802-388-7946. 


ENDOWMENT 


The Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference Endowment Fund, 
established by friends of Bread Loaf, has made possible the 
award of Fellowships and Scholarships. The following awards 
have been either provided by the Fund, or supported annually: 


THE ROBERT FROST FELLOWSHIP IN POETRY has been 
endowed by CBS Educational Publishing, which incorporates 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, the original publishers of Mr. 
Frost’s poetry. 


THE BERNARD DE VOTO FELLOWSHIP IN PROSE has 
been provided in alternate years by the Houghton Mifflin 
Company in memory of the late Bernard De Voto, long a 
member of the Conference Staff. 


THE FLETCHER PRATT FELLOWSHIP IN PROSE is en- 
dowed with funds given by friends of the late Fletcher Pratt, in 
memory of his long service at Bread Loaf. 


THE WILLIAM RANEY FELLOWSHIP IN PROSE is made 
possible through the generosity of many friends and col- 
leagues, and commemorates William Raney’s devotion to 
Bread Loaf. 


THE ALAN COLLINS FELLOWSHIP IN PROSE has been 
established by Catherine Collins in memory of her husband, 
Alan Collins, former president of Curtis Brown, Ltd., and for 
many years a Conference Staff member. 


THE WILLIAM SLOANE FELLOWSHIP IN PROSE is a 
memorial to William Sloane, who served the Conference as a 
Staff Member for twenty-seven years; it is supported by a fund 
in the Conference endowment. 


THE MARY LOUISE KENNEDY-WEEKLY READER CHILD- 
REN’S BOOK CLUB FELLOWSHIP IN WRITING FOR 
CHILDREN has been made possible through the generosity of 
the Weekly Reader Children’s Book Club and Wesleyan 
University. 


THE JOHN ATHERTON FELLOWSHIPS are awarded 
annually in memory of John Atherton, artist and writer; these 
three fellowships have been endowed by Maxine Atherton. 


THE MARGARET T. BRIDGMAN AWARDS are two Fellow- 
ships, or scholarship assistance, and will be given to writers of 
prose or poetry, from a special fund endowed as a memorial 
by John M. Bridgman and the many friends of Peggy 
Bridgman. 


THE SHANE STEVENS FELLOWSHIP IN FICTION has been 
endowed by Shane Stevens and will be awarded to a writer of 
fiction who has had a first book published within the preceding 
year. 


THE JANE TINKHAM BROUGHTON FELLOWSHIP IN 
WRITING FOR CHILDREN has been given by William 
Broughton as a memorial to his mother. 


THE TRANSATLANTIC REVIEW AWARDS have been 
made possible by the Henfield Foundation, and have been 
given to writers of prose or poetry. 


THE NATIONAL ARTS CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS in prose or 
poetry have been provided by the National Arts Club to 
students from colleges or universities in the New York City 
area. 


THE TENNESSEE WILLIAMS FELLOWSHIP in prose or 
poetry has been supported by the National Arts Club. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 


The Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference is one of nine sum- 
mer programs of Middlebury College. Others are the 
Schools of Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Russian and Spanish; and the Bread Loaf School of English. 
The dates of the 54th session of the Writers’ Conference are 
August 14 to August 26, 1979. 


First of its kind anywhere, the Writers’ Conference an- 
nually convenes during two weeks in late August, drawing 
together about 220 established and prospective writers of 
fiction, poetry, children’s books and nonfiction, as well as 
others, many of them teachers, who are interested in hear- 
ing good talk about both the craft and the profession. 


Bread Loaf Past and Present: Middlebury College was 
willed the Bread Loaf Inn and extensive surrounding lands 


in 1915 by Joseph Battell, breeder of Morgan horses, pro- 
prietor of the local newspaper and lover of nature. Battell 
had acquired thousands of mountain acres during a long 
lifetime, and friends were so attracted to his holdings that 
he had an inn built to accommodate them. 


In most respects the Old Bread Loaf Inn, with its ram- 
bling three floors, its yellow clapboard exterior and its 
many out-buildings (some almost as commodious as the 
Inn itself), all are as they were when the Conference began 
over a half-century ago. 


The road over Middlebury Gap is paved now, the kit- 
chen of the Inn has been modernized and some of the 
mountain farmland nearby has since returned to forest. But 
the cavernous barn with its great fieldstone fireplace and 
wicker chairs; the little clusters of lawn chairs about the 
grounds; the central dining hall and outlying cottages; and 
the stillness and purity of the surrounding Green Mountain 
National Forest: all help ensure that the most important ac- 
tivity at Bread Loaf — dialogue — may continue now, as 
then, free of distraction. 


Bread Loaf’s “Pastoral Simplicity”: Freedom from 
distraction does not mean there is nothing to do at Bread 
Loaf — only that the diversions are quieter, more slowly 
paced than the entertainments of a city. Nearby one may 
find swimming both in bracing mountain streams and 
warmer lakes; excellent trout fishing; hiking on the 


245-mile Long Trail through the Green Mountain National 
Forest (it passes within a mile of the Bread Loaf campus); 
golf at the Middlebury College course in town; and 
horseback riding, country auctions, country stores, crafts 
centers. At Bread Loaf itself there are tennis, swimming, 
volleyball, croquet and softball. 


Most Writers’ Conference members live at Bread Loaf, 
where housing is comfortable but not elegant; most rooms 
are doubles, without private baths. Those who enroll 
should be ready to enjoy the pleasures of Bread Loaf’s 
pastoral simplicity. 


The isolated mountain atmosphere is conducive to the 
rapid forming of friendship and trust which in turn add to 
the excitement and intensity of Bread Loaf conversation. 


PROGRAM 


At the Writers’ Conference the main subjects are writing 
as a skill (a crafty art), and writing as a trade or profession. 
Through lectures, discussion groups, workshops, panels 
and readings, the craft of writing poetry, fiction and non- 
fiction is discussed both formally and informally; in addi- 
tion, such subjects as the editing of manuscripts, the sub- 
mission of scripts to the various media, author/editor/ 
publisher/agent relations, writing for children and the 
teaching of writing are presented. The sound of words is 
everywhere. 


The Conference Staff is made up of professional writers 
who have shown themselves to be effective teachers. Nor- 
mally in residence are five fiction writers, five poets, two 
writers of nonfiction, and one writer of children’s 
literature, all of whom lecture and conduct discussion 
groups, workshops, panel discussions and individual 
conferences. About ten visiting editors, publishers, book 
reviewers and agents lead sessions in the areas of their 
special competences. 


The Weekly Reader Children’s Book Club Lectureship in 
Writing for Children will be held jointly this year by Nancy 
Willard and Lore Segal. 


SCHEDULE 


The Conference schedule divides in two parts. During the 
first half, each Staff member will speak about writing as a 
craft or skill, and will conduct discussion groups (sup- 
ported by a Staff Assistant or a Fellow) in some aspect of 
craft. During the second half, workshops in poetry, fiction, 
nonfiction and writing for children will convene to con- 
sider Contributors’ manuscripts. The emphasis shifts, then, 
from theory to practice. Interspersed throughout the Con- 
ference there will be lectures and panels on writing as a 
trade or profession, conducted by visiting editors, agents, 


publishers and writers, and sometimes by resident Staff. 
For example, in recent years among the visiting lecturers 
and guests have been Robert Brustein (Yale School of 
Drama), Judy Blume (author), Walter Goodman (New 
York Times), Paul Gray (Time), John Nims (Poetry), Hilda 
Gregory (Prairie Schooner), Daniel Halpern (Antaeus), 
John Irwin (Johns Hopkins Press), Margaret McElderry 
(Atheneum), Richard Marek (Richard Marek Books), 
Georges Borchardt and Perry Knowlton (authors’ repre- 
sentatives). Each evening a Staff member or visiting writer 
will either read or talk about some aspect of writing of vital 
concern to him or her. In addition, during the second half 
of the Conference, each Contributor will meet with the 
Staff member or the Staff Assistant who has read his or her 
manuscript. This private conference is a close critique of a 
limited amount of material. 


ADMISSION 
I. Classes of Membership 


Contributors: Those who wish to bring manuscripts for 
criticism by Staff members should apply for admission as 
Contributors. Contributors are asked to submit, at the time 
of application, examples of the kind of writing for which 
they will later expect Staff criticism. Contributors should 
submit writing in only one field. The forms of writing that 
the Conference can consider are: poetry, fiction, non- 
fiction, writing for children. Publications, work in progress 
or completed manuscripts may be sent with the 
application. The Directors reserve the right to limit the 
material submitted at the Conference by a Contributor. 


Auditors: Auditors do not bring manuscripts for Staff criti- 
cism; otherwise their privileges are in no way different 
from those of Contributors. Those who do not wish to 
submit manuscripts should apply for admission as 
Auditors. 


Il. Application 


Selection: Both Contributors and Auditors (about 100 of 
each) are subject to selection. Early application is 
desirable, although it does not in itself guarantee 
admission, since other factors are considered, too. 

The basis of admission for a Contributor will be the 
examples of work submitted with the application. 
Admitted first will be those who, in the judgment of the 
Directors, show potential as writers. No one should assume 
that acceptance as a Contributor is an inevitable step to 
literary discovery and fame. A writer who has submitted 
an “apprentice” manuscript may be admitted if the 
Directors think the author might profit from Staff 
criticism. The Staff critic will identify weaknesses in 
expression and structure and will suggest what might be 
done to improve the writing. The improvement itself is the 


author's responsibility; what the author learns, it is hoped, 
will be helpful in future literary efforts. 

The basis of admission for an Auditor will be evidence 
the applicant offers of serious literary interest, such as 
published work or active concern with writing or the 
teaching of writing or literature. 


Procedure: Both Contributors and Auditors should return 
the completed application form to: Bread Loaf Writers’ 
Conference, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vt. 05753. 
In addition, those applying as Contributors should include 
examples of the kind of writing they would like, if 
admitted, to bring to Bread Loaf. 

All manuscripts must be clearly typewritten and will be 
returned only if accompanied by a self-addressed envelope 
and full postage. Return address should be full and clear. 
Because some time may pass before manuscripts can be re- 
turned, it will be an advantage to keep copies. The Con- 
ference assumes no responsibility for lost manuscripts. 

Applications are accepted only for the whole session. No 
reduction of rates is offered for part-time attendance. The 
Conference reserves the right to request the withdrawal of 
any member. 

The restrictions of space at Bread Loaf, in seminar 
rooms, workshops and living quarters, make it impossible 
to accommodate guests or families of Conference members, 
unless they too are enrolled. Applicants under 18 cannot be 
considered for admission. 


ROOM AND BOARD 


Accommodations: Rooms will be ready for occupancy on 
Tuesday, August 14. Because the number of applications 
far exceed the housing facilities at Bread Loaf, those who 
seriously wish to come must apply as early as possible. 
Most rooms are doubles without private baths; members 
must, in most cases, be willing to accept a roommate, and 
every effort is made to make roommate assignments 
compatible. Applicants willing or desiring to live 
off-campus should so indicate when they apply. Cabins, 
farms, houses, and apartments are usually available for 
rent during the session, and a directory, prepared by the 
Conference secretary, will be sent on request to admitted 
Conference members to help them locate such housing. 
Off-campus housing arrangements should be made early, 
and are the responsibility of the individual member. There 
are no accommodations on campus for camping or for 

families of members. i 


Meals: Meals are served at stated times in the dining room 
of the Inn, which is operated and staffed by Middlebury 
College under the supervision of a dietitian. No individual 
provisions can be made in the dining room for persons who 
require special diets. There is no reduction in cost for meals 
not eaten at Bread Loaf. People living off-campus generally 
cannot be accommodated in the dining room; there is a 
snack bar on campus where light meals can be purchased. 





